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ADDRESS. 
THE Editor's intention in publifbing this{mall papery 


for the COLUMBIAN PAIR, is 100 obvious, to need 


un explanation. He hopes, that the benefits, which | 


he flatters himfelf, may refult from his rather arduous 
undertaking (truly arduous, when it is confidered, how 
diferent the tafte and opinions, of thofe are whom he 
wifes to pleafey) will amply anfrwer his maf fanguine 
expelativis. 

That Jpirit of literature which at prefent prevails 
among noble minded females, ought to be encouraged. 
For every fimulus to knowledge, is a tribute to vir- 
tue.— And though to men of profound learning, fuch 
publications may appearsrivial and infipid, it vill on 
a jnft invefligation be found, that thofe of both sexes, 
twho have reached to the moft exalted beight of literary 
Jame, firft roufed the latent genius, by reading, with 
the uma avidity, and without the heaft difcrimina- 
tion, fuch books, as moff interefied their hearts, or im- 
Gzinations. 

The Editor is, boxwever, well aware of the injury 
that may accrue to fome from an injudicious choice of 
books, His sain obje@ therefore foall be, to fele@ 
fuch pieces, as fall, at the fame time amule the fan- 
9) enlarge the uniderficnding, expand the heart, and 
infill into it that fenfibility, cohich may add a-grace 
b the dignity of charaGer; to eradicate thofe propen- 
fities 10 weaknefs which are falfely fuppofed to be the 
Cuributes of that delightful quality of the fiul, but ix 
truth appear. to men of penetration as the effe2, of an 
anaccefary effeminacy, and difgufling affectation. 

He hopes, without prefuming too much on bis litera- 
"y labours, to give ample fatista@ion to all thofe whe 
May patronize bis undertaking. 

I am Se. 
L184 4C RALSTON, 


-ateftimony of friendthip. 


Hiftory of Monfieur du F——. 


Written, in France, in the Summer 1790. 
(Continued from our laf. ) 


Mons. and Madame Du F —— were relieved 
from the extremity of diftrefs ata moment fo cri- 
tical, and by means fo unexpected, that it feemed 
the hand of heaven fo vifibly interpofing in behalf of 
opprefled virtue. Earlyin the morning of that fa- 
tal day when they were to leave their laft fad fhel- 
ter, Monf. Du F—went out, wandering through 
fome of the ftreets in the neighbourhood. He was 
flopped by a gentleman whom he had known at Ge- 
neva, and who told him he was then in fearch of 
his lodging, having a letter to deliver to him from 
a Genevois clergyman. ‘Monf, Da F opened 
the letter, in which he was informed by ‘his friend, 
that, feariig he might be involvedir difficulties, 
he had tranfmitted ten guineas to a banker in Lon. 
don, and intreated ‘Monf. Du F—would accept 
that fmall relief, which was all he could afford, as 
Monf. Du. flew to 
the es received the money as the gift of hea- 


. 








ven; and then haftening to his wife and child, bade 
them live a little longer. ES 
A fhoft time after he obtained a fituation as 
Fretich ufher at a School * and Madame du F—, 
when fhe had-a little recovered her ftrength, put 
it herinfant to nurfe, and procured the place of 
French teacher at 4 boarding fchoo], They were 
now enabled tofupport their child, and to repay 
the generous affiftance’ of their kind friend at Ge- 
neva. Atthis period*they heard of the death of 
their fon, whom they had left at Cae 

Menf. and Madame du F patted two years 
in this fituation, when they. wese.again plunged in- 
to the deepeft diftrefs. A French jeweller was com- 
miflioned by the baron’ Dy. F——-to .go.to' his fon 
and pfopole to him ‘conditions: of reconciliatien, 
This man-told.Monf, du F——jthat his father was 
juft recovered from a fevere and dangerous ilinefs, 
and that his eldeft daughter had lately died. ‘Thefe 
things he faid had led him to reflect with fome pajn 
on the® feverity Ne had exercifed: towards his fon ; 
that the feelings ofa parent were awakened in his 
bofom ; and that #f Ménf. du F would throw 








himfelt at his fathers feet; and afk forgivenefs, he | 


would not fail to obtain it, and would be allowed a 
penfion, on which he might live with his wife in | 
England. ‘In confirmation of thefe affurances, this 
man produced feveral letters, which’ lit had*reccived™ 
from the baron to that effet; who, as a farther proof ’ 
of his fincerity, had given this agent feven hundred 


| pounds to put into the Katds of Monf. Da F— for 


the fapport of his wife and child during his abfence. 
The agent told him, that he had not been able to 
bring the money to England, but would immediately 


in Loadon, with whom he had connettions in bufi- 
nefs, the firft draft payable in three months, the fe— 
cond in fix; and the third in nine. ~ . 
Monf. du F— long delitzrated upon thefe propo-' 
fals.. He knew too well the vindittive fpirit of bis 
father, not to feel forme dread of putting ‘himfelf, 
into his power. ' Bat his agent continued to give him 
the moft folemn affuraiées of fafery; and Monf, du 
¥—— thought it was-not improbable that his fifter’s | 
death might have foftened the mind of his father. 
He reflected that his marriage Wad difappointcd | 
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thtofe ambitious hopes of a great alliance, which his 


Pe ae 


a ee 


or 


ive him three drafts upon a merchant Of reputation | a ep 
5 ete P ‘| wént totake leave of his little girl. - At this moe 
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father had fondly indulged, and to whom he owed 4. 


at leaft the reparation of haftening to implore his 
forgivenefs when he was willing to beftow.st, What 
alfo weighed ftrongly on his mind was the confi- 
deration that the fum ‘which his father. had offered 
to depofit for the ufe of his:wife, would, in cafe 
any finifter accident fhould befal him, afford a fmali 
provifion for her and his infant, <a 
The refalt of thefe deliberations was,. that Mii 
Du F— determined, (and who can much blame 
want of prudence?) he determined to confide in a 
father! —to truft in that inftin¢tive affe&tion, which 
far from being conneéted with any peculiar fenfibi- 
lity of mind, it requires only to be a parent to feel 
an affection,’ which mot confined to. the human 
heart, foftens the ferocioufuefs of the tyger, and 
{peaks with a voice that is heard amidft the howlings 
of the defert. r 
Monf. Du F—, after the repeated promifes of 
his father, almoft confidered that fufpicion which 
ftill hung upon his mind, as averime. But, left it 
might be poffible that this agent was commiffioned 
to deceive him, he endeavoured to melt him into 
compafiion for his fituation. He went to the ee 


| where his child was at nurfe, and bringing her fix 


miles in his arms, prefented.herto this man, telling 
him, that the fate of that poor infant refted upon his 
integrity. ‘The man took the little creature in his 
arms, kiffed her, and then, returning her to her 
father, renewed all his former aflirances.—Monf. 
du F— liftened and believed. Alas! how dificult 
is it for a good heart to fufpeét human nature of 
crimes which make one blufh for the fpeceis! How 
hard is it for a mind glowing with benevolence, to 
believe that the bofom of another harbours the mas 
lignity of a demon, ' 

Monf. du ¥—~ now fixed the time for his departure 


with his father’s agent, who was to accompany him 


to Normandy, Madame du F— faw the prepara- 
tions for his journey with anguifhewhieh the could 
ill conceal. But the felt chat the delicacy of her 
fituation forbad her interference. © It was the who’ 
had made him an alien from his family} and'an exile 
from his country. It was for her, that, renouncin 
rank, fortune, friends, and connections, all that is 
efteemed moft valuable in life, he had fuffered the 
laft extremity of want, and now fabmitted to a ftate 
of drudgery and dependence. ' Would he not have 
a right to rep her weaknefs, if the attemp 

to oppofe his rec 

erted that influence which fhe pofleffed over higm 
in order to detain him in a fituation fo remote 
his former expectations?’ She was, efore, “fen 
ble, that the duty, the gratitude the owed her fu 
band, now required on her part the abfolute facrifice 
of her own feelings; the futfered without complaint, 
and endeavoured to refign herfelf to the will of hea, 
ven, | | 


t 









The day before his departre, Monf. di F_, 


ment a dark and melancholy prefage feemed to agi- 
tate his mind, He preffed the child for a long 
while to his bofom, and bathed it with his tears, 
Vhe nurfe eagerly enquired what was the matter, 
and affured him that the child was perfectly weil, 
Monf, du F— had no power to reply, he continued 
clafping’ the infant in his arms, and at length, tear- 
ing’ himfelf from her in filence, he rufhed out of 
the houfe. , 

“When-the morning of his departure came, Mae 
dame du F—, addrefling herfelf to his fellow trae 
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veller, faid to him in a voice of fupplication, oy 
entruft you, fir, with my hufbari, with the father 
of my poor infant, our fole proteCtor and fupport! 
Have compaffion on the widow and the orphan!” 
The man, cafting upon her a gloomy look, gave her 
a cold anfwer, which made her foul fhriak within | 
her. When Monf. du F— got into the Brighthelm- 
ftone ftage, he was unable to bid her farewell, but 
when the carriage drove off, he put his head out of 
the window, and continued looking after he:, while 
fhe fixed her eyes upon him, and might have re- 
peated with Imogen, 

«¢ I would have broke mine eye-ftrings, 

Crack’d them, but to look upon him; tifl the 

diminution 

Of {pace had pointed him tharp as my needle ; 

Nay, followed him, till he had melted from 

"The {mallnefs of a gnat, to air; and then— 

‘Then turn’d mine eye and wept!” 

When the carriage was out of fight, {tie fummoned 
all her ftrength, and walked with trembling fteps to 
the {chool where fhe lived as a teacher, With much 
difficulty the reached the door, but her limbs could 
fupport her no longer, and fhe fell down fenfelefs at 
the threfhold. She wascarried into the houfe, and 
reftored to life and the fenfations of mifery. 

Monf. du F— arrived at his father’s chateau in 
Normandy, in June 1778, and was received by 
Monfieur le Baron, and all his family, with the 
moft affectionate cordiality. In much exultation of 
mind he difpatched a letter to Madame du F : 
containing this agreeable intelligence ; but his letter 
was far aa producing in her mind the effect he 
defired. A deep melancholy had feiaed her thoughts, 
and her foreboding heart refufed to fympathize in 
his joy. Short, indeed, wasits duration. He had 
not been many days at the chateau, when he per- 
ceived with furprife and confternation, that his fteps 
were continually watched by two fervants armed 
with fufees. We te 

His father now fhewed him an arret, which on 
fourth of June, 1776, he had obtaiged “from, the 

arliament of Roven agaii:‘t his marriage. ‘The 
ron then ordered his fon to accompany him: to 
his houfe at Rouen, whither he went, accompanied 
by feveral fervants. That evening, when the 
attendants withdrew after fupper, the Baron, en- 
tirely throwing off the mafk of civility and kindnefs 
which he had worn in fuch oppofition to his nature, | 
reproached his fon, in terms of the utmoft bitternefs 
for his paft conduét, inveighed againft his marriage, 
and, after having exhaufted every expreffion of rage 
and refentment, at length fuffered him to retire to 
his.own apartment. 

There the unhappy Monf, du F—, abforbed in 
the moft gloomy refle&tions, lamented in vain that 
fatal credulity which had led him to put himfelf into | 
the power of his implacable father. At the hour 
of midnight his meditations were interrupted by the 
found of feet approaching his chamber, and in a 
few moments the door was thrown open, and his 
father, attended by a fervant armed, and two Ca- 
valiers de Marechauflée, entered the room. Re- 
fiftance and fupplication were alike unavailing. 
Monf, du F—'‘s rs were feized, a few louis 
d’ors, which conftituted all the money he poffeffed, | 
were taken from him, and he was conduéted in the’ 
dead of the night, July the 7th, 1778,, to St. Yon, 
a convent ufed as a place of confinement near 
Rouen, where he was thrown into a dungeon, 

A week after, his father entered the dungeon, 
You will at leaft foppofe, that his imagination being 
haunted, and his confcience tormented with the 
image of his fon ftretched on the floor of this fub- 
terraneous cell, he could fupport the idea no longer, 
and had haftened to give repofe to his own mind by 
releafing his captive. Far different were the mo- 
tives of his vifit. He confidered, that fuch was his 
fon’s attachment to his wife, that, fo long as he 
believed he had left her in poffeffion of feven hun. 
dred pounds, he would find comfort from that con 
fideration, even in the depth of his dungeon, His 


“ficient to remain a 





father, therefore, haftened to remove an error from 
the mind of his fon, which left the meafure of his 
woesunfilled, Nor did he chufe to yiel¢ to another 
the office of infli€ting a pang fharper than captivity, 
but himfelf informed his Fn, that the merchant 
who was to pay the feven hondred pounds to his 
wife was declared a bankrupt. 

A hort time after, the baron du F— commenced 
a fuit at law againft that agent of iniquity whom he 
had employed to deceive his fon, and who, pratti- 
fing a refinement of treachery of which the Baron 
was not aware, had kept.the fewen hundred pounds 


1 with which he was inerofted, and given drafts upon 


a merchant, who he knew would fail before the 
time of payment. Not being able to ome this 
affair without a power of attorney irom his fon, 
the Baron applied to him for that purpofe. But 
Monf. du F—, being firmly refolved not to deprive 
his wife of the chance of recovering the money for 
herfelf and her child, could by no intreaties or 
menaces be led to comply. In vain his father, who 
had confented to allow hifn a few books, ordered 
him to be deprived of that refource, and that his 
confinement fhould he rendered ftill more rigorous ; 
he continued inflexible. 

Monf, du F — remained in his prifon without 
meeting with the {malleft mark of fympathy from 
any one of his family, though his fecond brother, 
Monf, de B—, was now eighteen years of age, an 
age at which the fordid confiderations of .intereft, 
how much foever they may affect ous condu& at a 
more advanced period of life, can feldom ftifle 
thofe warm and generous feelings which feem to be- 
long to youth. It would have been expected that 
this young man would have abhorred the profpect 
of poste a fortune which was the juft inheritence 
of his brother, and which could only be obtained 
by detaining that brother in perpetual capzivity.— 
Even admitting that his inexorable father prohibited 
his vifiting the prifon of his brother, his heart 
fhould have told him, that difobedience, in this in- 
ftance, would have been virtue : Or, was it not fuf- 


without becoming, as he afterwards did, the agent 
of cruelty inflitted on a brother? 


» To be continued.) 
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Behaviour of a perfon born blind, 


upon receiving fight at twenty years of age, 
by the operation of an Oculift. 


THE operator, Mr. Grant, having obferved the 
eyes of his patient, and convinced his friends and 


relations, among others the reverend Mr. Caf- 
well, minifter of the place; that it was highly pro- 
bable he fhould remove the obftacle which prevent. 
ed the ufe of his fight; all his acquaintance, who 
had any regard for the young man, or ¢uriofity to 
be prefent when one of full age and underftanding 
received a new fenfe, afflembled themfelves on this 
oceafion. Mr. Cafwell being a gentleman parti- 
cularly curious, defired the tai company, in cafe 
the blindnefs fhould be cured, to keep fecret, and 
let the patient make his own obfervations, without 
the direétion of any thing he had received by his 
other fenfes, or the advantage of difcovering his 
friends by their. voices. Among feveral others, 
the mother, brethren, fifters, and a young gentle— 
woman for whom he had a paffion, were prefent. 
The work was performed with great {kill and dex- 
terity. When the patient fir& recieved the dawn 
of light, there appeared fuch an extacy in his ation, 
that he feemed ready to {woon away in the furprize 
of joy and wonder. ‘The fargeon ftood before him 
w'th his inftruments in his hands. ‘The young man 
obferved him frem head to foot; after which he 
furveyed himfelf. as carefully, and feemed to com 

pare him to himfelf; and obferving both their 


paffive f{peftator of injuftice, 
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you will eafily conceive, were affeétionat 
ployed in recovering lim; but above all, t 
gentlewoman whom he loved, thriek 
loudeft manner. That voice feemed to have g fod 
den effect upon him as he recovered, and he the 4 
. double curiofity in odferving her as the { at 
called to him; till at lat he broke our, hat has 
been done to me? Whither am I carried? Ig aj} this 
about me the thing I have fo oftea heard of} | 
this the light? Is this feeing ? Were you always this 
happys when you faid you were glad to fee each 
other? Where is Tom, who ufed to lead me? Bat 
I could now, methinks, go any where without him 
He offered to move, but feemed affraid of eye 
thing around him, When they faw his difficulty 
they told him, till he became better acquainted with 
his new being, he muft let the fervant till Jead 
him. The boy was called for, and prefented to 
him. Mr. Cafwell afked him, what fort of thing 
he took Tom to be, before he had feen him, He 
anfwered, he believed there was not fo much of 
himfelf; but he fancied him the fame fort of crea 
ture. ‘The noife of this fudden change made all 
the neighbourhood thrang to the plaze where he 
was. Ashe faw the croud thickening, he defired 
Mr. Cafwell to tell him how many there were in 
all to be feén, The gentleman, fmiling, anfwered 
him, That it would be very proper for him to te. 
tarn to his late condition, and fuffer his eyes to be 
covered, till they had received ftrength; for he 
might remember well enough that by degrees he 
had from little and little come to the ftrength he 
had at prefent in walking and moving; and that 
it was the fame thing with his eyes, which, he 
faid; would lofe the power of continuing to him 
that wonderful tranfport he was now in, except he 
would be contented to lay afide the ufe of them, 
till they were ftrong enough to bear the light with. 
out fo much feeling, as he knéw he underwent at pre- 
fent. With much reluctance he was prevailed on to 
have his eyes bousd, in which condition they kept 
him in a dark room, till it was proper to let the or- 
gan receive its objets without farther precaution, 
During the time of this darknefs, he bewailed him. 
felfin the moft diftreff2d manner, and accufed all 
his friends, complaining that fome incantation had 
been wrought upon him, and fome ftrange magic 
ufed to deceive him into an opinion that he had en 
joyed what they called fight. He added, the im- 
preffions then Iet upon his foul would certainly 
diftra&t him, if he were not f at prefent, At 
another time he would ftrive to. name the perfons he 
had {een among the croud after he was couched, and 
would pretend to fpeak (in perplexed terms of his 
own making) of what he in that fhort time obferved. | 
But after fome days it was thought fit to unbind bis 
head, and the. youxg woman whom he loved wa 
inftruéted to open his eyes accordingly, as well to 
endear herfelf to him by fuch a circumftance, # 
to moderate his extacies by the perfuafion of fe 
voice, which had fo much power ovet him as hers 
had, When this beloved young woman er 
take off the binding of his eyes, he talked to Di. 
as follows: i 
“ Mr. Willfam, I am now gg the bi 

off, though when I confider what 1 am oe 
tremble with the apprehenfion that ere. 5 
from my very child-hood loved you, dark as yo 
were, & though you have conceived fo nie © - 
for me, yet) you will find there 1s fuch a , * | * 
beauty, which may enfnare you into ope yo 


fions of whieh you are now e hiet to felf tot 


from me forever. But before that love, y% 


hazzard, tell me in what manner 
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sways profeffed for me, entered into your heart ; 
for it’s ufual admiflion is at the eyes.” 


The young man anfwered, “ Dear Lidia, if I 
sm to lofe my fight the foft pantings which I have 
slways felt when I heard your voice; if Iam no 
more to diftinguif® the ftep of her I love, when fhe 
,pproaches me, bet to change that fweet and fre- 
yent pleafure for fuch an amazement as I knew 
the little -time I lately faw; or if I am toshave 
any thing. befides which may take from me the true 
I (eafe [have of what appeared moft pleafing to me 
st that time, (which apparition it feems as you) 
gil out thefe eyes, before you find me ungrateful 
joyou, orundo myfelf. I withed for them but to 
fee you ; pull them out if they are to forget you.” 

Lidia was extremely fatisfied with thefe affurances, 
snd pleafed herfelf with playing with his perplexi- 
ties. In all his talk to her, he fhewed but very faint 
ideas of any thing which had net been received at 


the ears. 
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Remarkable account of a BATTLE 
between two SNAKES. 


[Written by an American Farmer.] 


AS I was one day fitting folitary and penfive in 
my arbour, my attention was engaged by a ftrange 
fort of ruftling noife at fome paces diftance. I 
looked all around, without diftinguifhing any thing, 
until I climbed one of my i hemp ftalks; when, 
to my aftonifhment, | beheld two fnakes of confide- 
rable length, the one purfuing the other with great 
celerity through a hemp ftubble-field. The ag- 
gt-flor was of the black Kind, fix feet long; the 
fugative was a water-{nake, nearly of eqal dimen- 
fons. ‘They foon met, and in the fury of their 
firt encounter, they appeared in an inftant firmly 
twifted together; and whilft their united tails beat 
the ground, they tried with open jaws to lacerate 
each other, What a fell afpeét did they prefent ! 
Their heads were compreffed to a very fwall fize: 
their eyes flathed fire; and after this confli@ had 
lated about five minutes, the fecond found means to 
difengage itfelf from the firft, and hurried toward 
the ditch, It’s antagonift inftantly affumed a new 
pofture, and half creeping and half erect, with a 
majeftic mein, overtook and attacked the other a- 
gain, which placed itfelf in the fame attitude, and pre- 
pared to refit. ‘The fcene was uncommon and beav- 
tifal; for, thus oppofed, they fought with their 
jaws, biting each other with the utmoft rage; but 
notwithftanding this appearance of mutual courage 
and fury, the water-fnake ftill feemed defirous of 
retreating toward the ditch, it’s natural element. 
This was no fooner perceived by the keen-eyed 
black one, than twifting it’s tail twice round a 
ftalk of hemp, and feizing its adverfary by the 
throat, not by means of it’s jaws, but by twifting 
it’s own neck twice round that of the water-fnake, 
it pulled theJatter. back from the ditch. To pre- 
vent a defeat, the water-fnake took hold likewife 
of a ftalk on the bank, and by the acquifition of 
that point of refiftance became a match for it’s fierce 
antagonift. Strange was this to behold ; two great 
fnakes, ftrongly adhering to the ground, faftened 
together, by means of the writhings which lathed 
them to each other, and ftretched at their full length, 
they pulled, but pulled in vain; and in the mo- 
ments of greateft exertions, that part of their bo- 
dies which was entwined, feemed extremely fmall, 
while the reft appeared inflated, and now and then 
convulfed with ftrong undulations, rapidly folow- 
ing each other. Their eyes feeimed on fire, and 
teady to ftart out of their heads; at one time the 
confli@ feemed decided; the water-fnake bent it- 
{elf into two great folds, and by that operation ren- 
dered the other more than commonly out-ftretched ; 
the next minute the new ftru 


gtined an unexpected fuperierity ; it acquired two 


les of the black one }. 
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reat folds likewife, which neceffatiiy extended the 

y of it’s adverfary in proportion as it had con- 
tracted it’s own. Thefe efforts were alternate ; vic- 
tory feemed doubtful, inclining fometimes to one 
fide, and fometimes to the other: until at laft the 
ftalk, to which the black-fnake was faftened, fud- 
denly gave way, and in confequence of this acci- 
dent they both plunged into the. ditch, The water 
did not extingoifh their vindiftive rage ; for by their 
agitations I could trace, though not diftinguifh, their 
mutual attacks. They foon re-appeared on the 
furface, twifted together, as in their firft onfet ; 
but the black-fnake feemed to retain it’s wonted 
fuperiority, for it’s head was exactly fixed above 
that of the other, which it inceffantly prefled down 
under the water, until it was ftifled, and funk, The 
victor no fooner perceived it’s enemy incapable of 
farther refiftance, than, abandoning it to the current, 
it returned on fhore, and difappeared. 


cvvsccenm AES TAS > >-voorsere 
The unhappy Husband. 


The life of a man is fo infinitely of more value 
than his beaft or his moveables, that whenever I fee 
the fufferings of pinched, and hunger ftarved wretch- 
es under the agonies of an execution, for having 
robbed, perhaps to .avoid famifhing, I find myfelf 
opprefied by a grief, which nothing mitigates but 
this refleftion—That their lives were expofed to 
fuch extremities of want and mifery, that their 
death fhould be a comfort—and yet, the long pro- 
tracted gazings, the palenefs, the tremblings, and 
ghaftly diftorted faces of the poor departing ftrug- 
glers (who die with ftrong reluctance, and linger and 
lengthen out their laft painful moment,) make it evi- 
dent to the beholders that, unfriendly as the world 
was to them, they are not willing to forfake it. 
One evening, very lately, all my neighbours in 
Barbican, were in an uproar on a fudden; and | was 


women, the mixed cries of children, and a groan- 
ing hum of a concourfe of people, that Reed 
clofe under my window. I threw afide my pipe, 
and haftening to look out, faw the ftreet entirely 
filled by a groupe of difmal faces that had ga- 
thered themfelves into a tumult, about a houfe 
dite&tly oppofite, and appeared to be touches as 
ftrongly as common natures are capable, with a 
mixture of furprife and forrow. It feems the huf- 
band of a laborious poor creature, who was miftrefs 
of this houfe, had been condemned at the county 
affizes, in one of the late circuits, for ftealing a 
horfe, and a letter had juft now been given to his 
wife, which the criminal himfelf had written the 
very morn'ng he was executed. 
His relations and acquaintance had depended on 
a teprieve: for the man was univerfally beloved 
among his neighbours: and though always very 
and unfortunate in his dealings, he had been 
remarkable for his induftry ; of a fober difpofition, 
and never known before to have been guilty of the 
leaft difhonefty. He had fix children alive, and the 
eldeft but cight years old, His mother who 
lived in the fame {mall houfe had been difabled by 
ficknefs for feveral months paft; fo that, perceiving 
it beyond his power to fupport his family any longer, 
and not daring to ftop in town by reafon of fome 
debts he had contraéted, he went down to try his 
friends who lived in good circumftances in the coun- 
try. But inftead of meeting with afliftance, he 
only {pent in his journey all the little he had carried 
with him, and not being able to fupport the thoughts 
of returning without bread to a family in fuch want 
of it, he rode away with a horfe, which he fownd 
tied toa gate: and being purfued and overtaken, 
was tried, condemned, and hanged for it. 
This hiftory was loudly given me by the good wo- 
Fman in the ftreet, after which I had the curiofity to 


difturbed in my meditations by the fhricking of: 


prefs in among the croud; and was ftruck at my firit 
entrance, by the moft moving fcene of forrow that 
Iever remember to have met with. 
The widow had brokin open her hufband’s letter 
in tranfport, concluding that it brought her the con- 
firmation of a reprieve, which a former had given 
her hopes of, But the was fo’ thocked and over- 
whelmed by the fudden reverfe of paffion, that her 
grief was a kind of madnefs, She fat on the floor 
without head-clothes, and had an infant acrofs her 
knees that was crying with great impatience for the 
breaft it had been thrown from. ; a 
Another flept in a cradle clofe by a litte bed in 
which the grandmother fat weeping, bending for- 
ward in ftrong agony, and wringing her hands in 
filence. The four eldeft children were Pe mage into 
a knot, and clung about the neck of their mifera- 
ble mother, ftamping, fcreaming, and kiffing her in 
a ftorm of diftraéted tendernefs! : 
The poor woman herfelf, was in a condition paft 
defcribing. She preffed the letter of her dead huf- 
band to her eyes —her lips—her bofom.—She raved, 
and talked, and queftioned him, as if he had beea 
prefent !—and at every little interval dried her tears 
with his letter, and caft a look upou the company fo 
wild and fo full of horror, that it cannot be con- 
ceived but by thofe who were witneffes of it, 
' As foon as fhe faw me there, the ftretched out 
her hands and made figns that I fhould read the let- 
ter, which I received from her accordingly; and 
going back to my lodgings with a refolation to fend 
over fome fitter perfon that myfelf, to effift in the 
diftreffes of fo difconfolate a family, I fat down’ and 
took a copy of it, becaufe it moved me exceedingly. 
Dear, loving Betty, 
It is now nine o’clock, and I muft be fetched out 
by and by, and go to die beforeeleven. I fhall fee 
my poor Befs ne more in this world: but if we 
meet one another again in the next, as I hope im 
God we fhall, we may never part afterwards. Me- 
thinks if I could but once more look upon my Siege 
Betty before I die, though it thould be bat ra 
minute, and fay a kind word to my. fatherlefs chil- 
dren, that muft ftarve now if God don’t take care 
of them, I fhoald go away with a good heart. And 
yet fometimes ‘I fancy it is better as it is, for it 
would be fad to die afterwards, and I fear it would 
make me faint-hearted, and I thould be withing 
that | might live to get you bread and clothes for 
your poor precious bodies. Sarah Taylor made my 
heart ach when fhe told me that you had pawned 
every thing to make up that fifty fhillings you fene 
me .by Will Sanderfon, who is now in the room 
with me, -and fits down upon the ftraw which I laid 
on laft night, and is weeping for me like a child. 
But God will make up all the money to you again 
which you have let me have to no purpofe. And I 
fhuuld be forry that any unkind body fhould hit ie 
in your teeth that I came to fwch an untimely end, 
for I thought as little of it as they do. But all the 
way as | walked up to London, I conld not h 
having a fancy in my head at every turn, that I faw 
my poor dear Betty, and my fix little ones 
upon me and crying out bitterly, that they had no 
bread to keep life’in them, and begging me to buy 


horfe, and make you believe I got money of your 
fifter Pakrer, but the was too {paring for that, and 
would never once look upon me. 1 pray to God to 
forgive her, and if the would but be good to you 
when I am gone, God blefs her. Loving Betty re- 
member me to my forrowful mother, tell her not to 
take on too much, And bid Richard and Harry 
take warning by my fall, if ever they come te be 
men, and for the poor girls they are yet too young 
to underftand any thing you can fay tothem. Iam 
forry I can’t write more, for my eyes are filted with 
tears. Little‘did I think of this difmal parting— 
Oh! ’tis very fad—God blefs you in this enhappy 
world, dear, dear Betty. From your unfortunate 








| R, S. 


them fome, and fo I thought that I would fell that . 
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TO 
A Tuft of Early Viovers. 
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SWEET flowers! that froth your humble beds 
Thus prematurely dare to rife, 
And troft your unproteéted heads 
"To cold Aquarius’ watry tkies ; 


Retire, retire! ‘Thefe tepid airs 
Are not the genial brood of May; 
That fun with light malignant glares, 
And flatters only to betray. 


- Stern Winter's reign is not yet paft—— 
Lo! while your buds prepare to blow, 
On icy pinions comes the blaft, 
And nips your root, and lays you low. 


Alas, for fuch ungentle doom! 
But I will thield you; and fupply 
A kinder foil on which to bloom, 
A nobler bed on which to die. 


Come then—ere yet the morning ray 

Has drank the dew that gems your creft, 
And drawn your balmieft fweets away ; 

O come and grace my Anna’s breaft. 


Ye droop, fond flowers! But, did ye know 
What worth, what goodnefs there refide, 

Your cups with livelieft tints would glow, _ 
And {pread their leaves with confcious pride. 


For there has liberal nature join’d 
Her riches to the ftores of art, 

And added to the vigorous mind, 
The foft the fympathizing heart. 


Come then—ere yet the morning ray 

Has drunk the dew that gems your creft, 
And drawn your balmieft fweets away ; 
~ Occome and grace my Aona’s breaft. 


©! 1 fhould think,---that fragrant bed 
Might I but hope with you to fhare,— 
Years of anxiety repaid, 
By one fhort hour of tranfport there. 


More bleft than me, thus fhall ye live 
Your little day; and when ye die, _ 
Sweet flowers! the grateful mufe thall give 

 A-verfe; the forrowing maid, a figh. 


While 1 alas! no diftant date, 
Mix with the duft from whence I came, 
‘ Without a friend to weep my fate, 
Without a ftone to tell my name. 


The happy Hujband. - 


HOW frefh does the morning appear, 
The mufic how fweet from the grove 
Oh! how bleft is the fwain that is clear 
From the pains of unfatisfied love. 
No flumber thefe eyes ever knew, 
Whil& Phoebe remain’d unpoffes'd ; 
From friends and companions I flew, 
A ftranger to friendfhip and reft. 
My theep, by their thepherd ferfook, 
Lay, pent in their fold till mid-day, 


Whilft I by the fide of a brook 
Would complain the dull hours away. 


Not all the gay flowers of the ficld, _ 
Whofe fweetnefs perfum’d the foft air, 
A joy to my fenfes could yield, 
Unlefs the lov’d Phoebe were there, 


Alas! filly {wain, how I burn’d, 
Sure paffion like mine ne’er appear’d ; 
When abfent, her abfence I mourn’d, 
When prefent, her abfence J fear’d, 


But now all this folly is°o’er, 
Since Phoebe to me: has prov’d kind, 
I figh and I languifh no more, 
But contentment in ev’ry thing find. 


Full joy in her prefence I have, 

But her abfence now breaks not my reft; 
For with her dear perfon fhe gave 

Me her heart, to lock up in my breaft. 


Oh! how chearful my flocks now I guide, 
At noon where to tafte the frefh ttreams, 

Whilft I fing to the tune of ‘Tweede-Side, 
On the pleafanter banks of the ‘Thames. 
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On Wit. 


eeerevee 
ereeseee 


TRUE wit is like the brilliant ftone 
Dug from the Indian mine; 

Which boafts two diff’rent pow’rs in one, 
To cut as well as fhine. 

Genius, like that if polifh’d right, 
With the fame gifts abounds ; 

Appears at once both keen and bright, 
And fparkles while it wounds. 
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How. void prefcription’s, to a freeborn foul, 
How reafon foars above fuch mean controul, 
Now man may boaft, his great prerogative, 
Woman can boaft equality and live, 

Live as free agent not exift as flave! 

Can grant to Wifdom, what kind natere gave ; 
To emulate the beft fhall be my tafk, 

The power for this, from heaven I daily afk. 


——- &&§— —— 
An Effay on Marriage. 
| = 


I trust you will coincide in my opinion, that 
female prudence is never*more. requifite than in the 
choice of a hufband. 
_ In the general acceptation of the word, marriage 
is certainly an alliance for life, and as all writers 
| have agreed, a caufe of great happinefs or mifery ; 
on this-account, the pradence which I now fpeak 
of, might not only preferve the daughter, but the 
whole family from wretchednefs, as it would for- 
tify every female breaft againft the wheedling ob- 
fequioufnefs of thofe impoftors who take advantage 
of the credulity and good nature of the fair fex; 
againtt thofe impofitious it would be always a {tro 
barrier. Ina late cafe too, it would have fruftrated 
the hopes of a notorious fortune-hunter; it would 
have preferved an amiable young lady from the 
moft difhonourable alliance, and her father from the 
mortification which muft ever pierce him, when he 
reflects that the, whom he doated upon, had thrown 


herfelf into the arms of an abandoned and profit. 
gate gambler, 
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‘There are many private reafo 

fideration of rage Sie Chriftian td ™ 
law will afford us no redrefs under man eh the 
gtievances, if we have any {ympathy the 
but feel for thofe that are-thus aiticted Fr, 
very well the law will only reftrain the will Ktoy 
natic, and indeed it would be a great basdaae 
any wo.nan thould be with-held from —. 
man fhe really loves. I with, however yea 
lieve it saatd tase eflential benefit to —- 


that the man who feduces a female “ie sare 
Of fortuss 


under falfe pretences of his greatnefs 
fhould be punifhed with the utmoft feverity N 
I have entered fo far into this fubject, = = 
give me.leave to recite a citcumftance, which ri: 
been of late a theme of converfation in aj] thy 
able circles. You may have heard of men 7 
endeavoured to promote themfelves by their ; 
craft and effrontery: Aleator is one of thefe, i 
impudence 1 will not treat of; yet alone, by: his 
afliduities and complaifance, fr he can boat of w 
great comelinefs of perfon, he ingratiated himfys 
in the favour of a young lady, who was not only ig 
expeCtancy.of a large fortune, but-accomplithed ia 
the moft polite branches of a liberal education, 
Aleator feduced her to marry bim a fhort tin 
fince; and if I may predi& from the difpofition 
and precarious fitnation of this maa, her alliance 
with him, as her father can never be reconeiled to 
her, may terminate in her utter deftruétion, 1. 
ment her condition very much, but cannot ex 
any very great concern for the vexation of he 
father. Not that I with to depreciate the char. 
ter of any man, but in the means of fu porting 
himfelf, there is great reafon to fufped Pein of 
fome difingenuity ; and-with this, when I raminat 
the only means of his maintenancey which de 
entirely on gambling. I cannot, whell:T take this 
vice into my confideration, but think it a prea 
pitty that fome medns are not adopted to fupprels 
it. | 
I would with to give you the whole charatter of 
Aleator, but fince he has been in England, he has 
met with fo many embarraffments, that it would 
be difficult to follow ‘him through the various revd- 


“ 


| lutions of his fortune. ~He is the fun of a petty to 


baeconift in Ireland, and ‘ferved an apprenticefhip 


| with a furgeon and: apothecary in that kingdom, 


This courte of life was rather difguftful to our ad- 
venturer: he abandoned it, and embarked for En. 


| gland, and arriving here a fitanger without friends, 


money, Or expectations, you may. judge of his re 
fpeCtability from his prefent fituation; he tents a - 
houfe of 2ool per annum, keeps his chartiot, pole — 

chaife, and pheton, and, though no more than a 
dealer at Pharo, gives the moft princely entertail 
ments of any maninthiskingdom. ee 
This fketch of Aleator, 1 affure you, is founded — 
in the ttricteft juftice ; of gaming, it is not my palt 
to fay any thing—but that which I lament moi ts, — 

that a mah er his character is be weie Bh 
with impunity the peace and happinefs of an i 
dulgent fare aad a very valuable member of 
fociety. + ee final 
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Anecdote of @ Baichelo. 

A cynical old batchelor being atked the other day 

what were his thoughts of matrimony f he re 

it is the lottery of love, in which there ns 0 
many blanks to a prize, that wonder Mr.» 

had not long fince been a bankrupt.” 
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